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Dear Community Member: 
 
Thank you for your kind remarks at the May 18, 2022 Board of Education meeting for the Pine 
Plains Central School District.  Your support is much appreciated.   
 
We also appreciated you letting us know that there are segments of our voters who were 
unaware of the budget vote.  We do send out a mailer, and post the information to social 
media, but we will have to try to be more creative for next year.  It would be lovely to have a 
larger turnout going forward, as we did in this current election.   
 
Again, we appreciate both your comments and your suggestion.  Thank you for your continued 
interest in our district! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne K. Arent 
President, Board of Education 
Pine Plains Central School District 
 
 
Dear Community Member: 
 
Thank you for your comments at the May 18, 2022, Board of Education meeting for the Pine 
Plains Central School District.  Let me begin by thank you for running for a school board seat 
this year.  As I’m sure you are aware, there are many years in which candidates run unopposed.  
Furthermore, you accomplished your goal by getting more than twice the number of voters to 
the polls that we have in a typical year.  Thank you! 
 
 While we recognize that you did earn 27% of the vote for a board of education seat, that 
number is significantly lower than most years when there is an election that is not unopposed.  
In the last nine years, the low vote earner has received between 44-49% of the vote.  In regards 
to your question about tracking how many voters were parents, we are unable to get this 
information as it would be a violation of privacy laws.  Additionally, when it comes to voting, 
every qualified voter is considered an equal, regardless of whether they have children in the 
district or own property.   
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2022-
23 

919 668 73% 226 25% Yes 27% 

2021-
22 

454 339 75% 115 25% No  

2020-
21 

2071 1428 69% 643 31% No  

2019-
20 

396 288 73% 108 27% Yes 45% 

2018-
19 

377 269 71% 108 29% No  

2017-
18 

470 319 68% 145 31% No  

2016-
17 

509 338 66% 171 34% Yes 49% 

2015-
16 

473 316 67% 157 33% No  

2014-
15 

663 508 77% 155 23% Yes 44% 

 
We do appreciate that you have a small number of voters who supported you. However, 

our board will continue its work in the same fashion as it has over the last few years.  You asked 
during your public comment who the school board is meant to serve, and the response is that 
we serve the students, staff, parents, and taxpayers of our district.  We cannot alienate one 
group in order to serve another.  Therefore, we will continue to follow the laws and mandates 
as set forth by the federal government, the state government, and the New York State 
Education Department.  If we do not, and we lose our state aid, we will have to cut programs 
and activities, which would be detrimental to both students, parents, and staff.  Furthermore, 
the fiscal cost would be detrimental to the taxpayers.   

 
I strongly encourage you to take your concerns to your state representatives.  Contrary 

to popular belief, school districts have very little weight when it comes to state decisions.  
Voters do.  The elected officials who are responsible for creating our rules and mandates are 
going to listen more attentively to the voters than they will school officials or board members.  
Additionally, I highly recommend that you look at www.nyssba.org to get more information 
regarding the role of a board member.  You stated repeatedly at Meet the Candidates that you 
have no training or experience.  It is available.  I also have information I can give to you that I 
have received over the years.  As board members, we go through hours of training in order to 
better understand how a school budget works, education law, and our limitations as a board 
member.  It is extremely helpful.   

 

http://www.nyssba.org/
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Lastly, thank you for your kind invitation to get coffee.  I will take it under consideration.  

As always, thank you for reaching out to the Board of Education and your continued interest in 
the school district.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
Anne K. Arent 
President, Board of Education 
Pine Plains Central School District 
 
 
Dear Community Member, 

 
Thank you for your comments at the May 18, 2022, Board of Education meeting for the 

Pine Plains Central School District, particularly your comments about student mental health.  
Over the last three years, PPCSD has increased the number of mental health workers in the 
district by 3, bringing our total number of mental health to ten (2 psychologists, 5 social 
workers, and 3 guidance counselors).   Our mental health care worker to student ratio is one of 
the highest in the county.  Had we lost our state aid due to going against the mask mandate, we 
would have been unable to afford this number of vital employees.  Additionally, we would have 
had to cut activities and special programs, which many of our students enjoy as an outlet.  
Nearly 88% of our budget is contractual or mandated by the state, so programming and 
activities are the only areas that are left as an option to cut if we lost our state aid 
(approximately $8 million dollars of the 2021-22 budget). 

 
Secondly, I would like to address your comments regarding the bullying on social media. 

Like you, I am not on any of the town groups for social media.  None of us on the board 
condone bullying in any form.  However, we are not immune to it.  Over the last year, some of 
the names we have been called include pedophiles, child abusers, and maskholes because we 
insist on upholding our oath as board members.  I am the President of the Board but have no 
more rights or authority than my six colleagues.  I am simply the spokesperson.  However, it 
does make me the target for the bulk of the vitriol.  I have had trash dumped on my lawn, 
threatening letters left in my mailbox, and fliers posted around town about me.  I would like to 
state again, that people came to my private residence, where I live with my family, to cause 
harm because I am doing my job as required by the oath I took.  As stated in a previous letter, at 
one meeting, the Dutchess County Sheriff’s deputies told us that they wanted to escort us to 
our executive session for our safety.  You refuted this statement at a subsequent meeting that 
one of the deputies was chatting with audience members as we left.  That is a common method 
law enforcement use to diffuse a situation.  They separated the two groups and distracted the 
audience while we quietly left.   
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Lastly, I am attaching a table which has the budget and election vote information from 

the last nine elections.  As you can see, this year a lower percentage of the voting population 
voted for the losing candidate than in any other election during that time.  Furthermore, the 
percentage of votes for the budget is the third highest in the last nine years.  This, combined 
with the near record number of voters, is a clear indication to the board that the majority of the 
public supports us, our administration, and the work that we do.  

 
Therefore, in response to various matters which have been brought up at meetings, our board 
will continue to do the following: 

• Uphold our oath and continue to follow the laws and mandates as set forth by the 
federal government, state government, and the New York State Education Department. 

• Support all staff, students and community members, including those who identify as 
members of the LBGTQ+ community, providing them with a safe space to work and 
learn. 

• Allow our educators, who are trained in child development and literacy, to continue to 
determine what books are appropriate for the libraries in each school, without board 
interference. 

 
All of that said, I encourage you to reach out to your state representatives to fight for the 

changes that you would like to see in education.  You, as an individual taxpayer, have more 
leverage than we do as a school district.  It is even more effective if you go as a group.  If you 
would like to meet to discuss how to best go about this, I am happy to do so, as I have 
experience in this area.   

 
As always, thank you for reaching out to the Board of Education, and for showing a 

continued interest in our school district. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne K. Arent 
President, Board of Education 
Pine Plains Central School District 
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2022-
23 

919 668 73% 226 25% Yes 27% 

2021-
22 

454 339 75% 115 25% No  
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2020-
21 

2071 1428 69% 643 31% No  

2019-
20 

396 288 73% 108 27% Yes 45% 

2018-
19 

377 269 71% 108 29% No  

2017-
18 

470 319 68% 145 31% No  

2016-
17 

509 338 66% 171 34% Yes 49% 

2015-
16 

473 316 67% 157 33% No  

2014-
15 

663 508 77% 155 23% Yes 44% 

 
 
 


